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Information

Date:	 Wednesday, 18 March 2008 

Language:	 English

Location:	 UNESCO-IHE
                     Westvest 7
                    2611 AX Delft
	  unesco-ihe.org

Route:  	  From the A13 Amsterdam–Rotterdam, take the 	                        
                    exit ‘Delft-Noord’ and  follow the signs to the   
                    city centre. After about 2 km you will see a      
                    railway viaduct ahead.  Follow the road to the   
                    left. At the next junction with traffic lights  go  
                    straight on. The Institute is  on your left. See   
                    the map on the left 

Contact:	 Dispuut Watermanagement
	 Faculty CiTG, TU Delft
	 Stevinweg 1, room 4.74
	 2628 CN Delft
	 tel. 015-2784284

Website: 	 www.dispuutwatermanagement.nl
	 -> symposium

Email:	 dispuut.wmg@citg.tudelft.nl
	 Can be sent in English or Dutch

Committee of Recommendation

Prof.dr.ir. J.T. Fokkema
Rector Magnificus of the TU Delft

Prof.dr.ir. P. van der Zaag
Professor of Integrated Water Resources Management at the 
UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education

Prof. Ir. Brouwer                                
Emeritus Watermanagement, TU Delft

Prof.dr.ir. H.H.G. Savenije
Professor of Hydrology at the TU Delft

Prof.dr.ir. N.C. van de Giesen
Professor of Water Resources Management at the TU Delft

Public transport:			   		
There are frequent train connections to Delft from The Hague and 
Rotterdam. From the Delft railway station cross the street and turn left, 
walking along the Westvest. The NWP/UNESCO-IHE building (number 
7) will be on your right hand side.
Coming by tram from The Hague and vicinity, take tram 1 and exit at 
the Delft train station. Cross the street and turn left, walking along the 
Westvest. The UNESCO-IHE/NWP building will be on your right hand 
side.



Enroll	
By E-mail:      	Before March 17th 2008
                      	dispuut.wmg@citg.tudelft.nl 	  

Please include your company, name, address, telephone 
number and e-mail address.

By Mail:         	 Postmark before March 14th 2008

Fill in the form below, cut along the dotted lines and post 
it. You will receive  confirmation by e-mail.

Bank transfer: Please make the appropriate transfer   	
		  before 14 March 2008.
                       
We accept money transfers and cash directly  at the sym-
posium. For transfers, the money can deposited into the 
following bank account :

Dispuut Watermanagement, Delft 452406323

 
Reply		  O student member	 € 7,50

card	 	 O student		  € 10,-

		  O TU Delft employee	 € 50,-

		  O Dispuut alumni	 € 50,-

		  O external participant	 € 100,-

		
Name:	 ________________________________

Company:	________________________________

Adress:	 ________________________________

	 ________________________________

Email:	 ________________________________

Tel.nr.:	 ________________________________

Signature:	________________________________ 

Introduction

The aim of the symposium is to make a link between worldwide 

energy markets and virtual water, a link that in our opinion has 

not yet been clearly defined.  

The trade of potential energy carriers, such as corn, sugar cane, 

cotton, to countries that have no natural energy resources will 

use water during growth production and processing.  Together 

with the trade of the energy carriers, there is automatically 

a virtual water trade between importing and exporting coun-

tries.  

In the symposium we would like to address the impact of 

emerging biofuels on virtual water trade as well as on world 

food prices.  

In a more global world, international trading and economic 

growth are booming. Nowadays, for a certain  price every 

country can import non-domestic goods. This generates an 

export flow that will cause an increasing demand on the wa-

ter resources of producing countries. To prevent a local water-

scarcity, it might be necessary to think of a redistribution of 

products according to the local water resources in the coun-

tries involved. 

On top of that, there is an emerging problem regarding bio-

fuels.  Many recent reports warn and indicate that rising food 

prices may be caused by increased biofuel production. The root 

of the problem is very complex; yet significant enough to make 

the EU government reconsider the stated policy of getting 10% 

of Europe’s road fuels from plants. 

Will biofuels, like water, induce conflict in the future? How has 

the development of biofuels impact water scarcity?  Are the de-

velopments in the field of environmentally friendly and sustain-

able energy water positive? And to what extent are biofuels the 

real cause of  the rising prices on the world food market? 
From a group of speakers addressing many facets we 
hope to answer these and other questions.

Program

08:30 	 Arrival with coffee at UNESCO-IHE, Institute for 	 
	 Water and Education  

09:00 	 Opening Address given by Chairman 
           Professor Pieter van der Zaag

09:15 	 Professor Tony Allan – outline of the discursive 	
	 history of the virtual water concept. 

09:45	 Professor Stefan Uhlenbrook  -Biofuel Impacts on 	
	 Water. What do we know, and what do we need 	
	 to know.

10:15	 Coffee Break

10: 35	 Professor Hoekstra – National water policy in
	 the context of growing global demands for food 	
	 and bio-energy and globalisation of trade

11:05	 Arjan Berkhuysen - Program of WWF in Nether	
	 lands. 

11:35	 Eneco-energie – drs. Katja Langen
	 Watermanagement and the Cramer criteria

12:05 	 LUNCH

13:05	 Afternoon project description

13:20 	 Parallel afternoon sessions

15:25	 Coffee Break, and a live jazz 
           performance

15:45 	 Discussion

16:30 	 Final comments and closing words by
           the Chairman Professor Pieter van der Zaag.

17:00	 Borrel, and a live jazz performance


