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Concrete Actions

WFN contribution to the 7th World Water Forum
Thematic process
Pillar 2. Water for Development and Prosperity
Theme 2.1 : Water for Food
What: Session 2.1.2
Session Title: Water Quality Management for Agriculture and Environment -- Will Clean Water be a Future Luxury?
Who: Water Footprint Network,
Presenter: Ruth Mathews, Managing Director Water Footprint Network
More info: Xander de Bruine, Water Footprint Network: xander.debruine@waterfootprint.org
When: 16 April 2015 - 11:20-13:20
Where: Daegu, DEC_304, Theater, 150~200pax
Short description:
Global pollution loadings of BOD, N, P, NH3-N and heavy metals are already alarmingly high in many regions of the world.
This situation is projected to substantially worsen over the next several decades as loadings of these substances will
continue to increase, posing greater risks to aquatic environments, especially in developing countries. Even with substantial
investments in environmental conservation, particularly improvements in nutrient use efficiency and wastewater treatment,
water quality is still projected to deteriorate dramatically over the coming decades, adversely affecting agriculture, livelihoods
and ecosystems. This alarming trend calls for a rethinking of our current development pathway, and even greater
investments in the environment and water supply infrastructure and management. Several technological, policy and
institutional solutions exist but have yet to be applied. This session will address the following topics:
1) Water quality—status and trends
2) Balancing agricultural and ecosystem services
3) Technologies for water quality management
4) Economic incentives and markets for reducing water pollution

WFN contribution to the 7th World Water Forum
Thematic process
Pillar 2. Water for Development and Prosperity
Theme 2.1: Water for Food
What: Session 2.1.4
Session Title: Adaptation to changing environmental circumstances to increase sustainability
Who: Water Footprint Network,
Presenter: Ruth Mathews, Managing Director Water Footprint Network
More info: Xander de Bruine, Water Footprint Network: xander.debruine@waterfootprint.org
When: 14- April 2015
09:00-11:00
Where: Daegu, DEC_307, Classroom, 50~100pax
Short description:
Between now and 2050 FAO projects that globally 60% more food needs to be produced to satisfy a population of more than
9 billion people. For developing countries it is estimated that their food production needs to be doubled. Irrigated agriculture
covers globally only 20% of cropped area, but it produces around 40% of global food. Not including climate change, it is
estimated that the amount of water that needs to be withdrawn for agriculture could increase by about 10 – 15%.
Agriculture’s current water use is already unstainable. Many large canal scale irrigation schemes are under-performing
providing unreliable water services.
The session will focus on identifying context and appropriate options for adaptation to changing environmental circumstances
along three levels.
1.farm-level (satisfying food needs, generating income (including exit strategies), reduce adverse environmental impacts);
2.system level (infrastructure, water productivity, floods and drought management, safeguarding natural ecosystems)
3.strategic or planning level (in- and extensification of (irrigated) agriculture, supporting policies and incentives, research
priorities, infra-structure development, water management and governance)

WFN contribution to the 7th World Water Forum
Thematic process

Pillar 2. Water for Development and Prosperity
Theme 2.2: Water and Energy
What: Session 2.2.2:
Session Title: Water for Energy
Who: Water Footprint Network,
Presenter: Ruth Mathews, Managing Director Water Footprint Network
More info: Xander de Bruine, Water Footprint Network: xander.debruine@waterfootprint.org
When: 13 April 2015
09:00-11:00
Where: Daegu, DEC_312, Roundtable, 100~150pax
Short description:
In the energy sector, water is used from sourcing to production, for example extraction of different fuels (oil, gas, bio-fuels,
uranium, etc.), energy production (cooling systems, …) and conversion, refining, storage, and transportation amongst others.
In a context of an increasing pressure on resources combined with global and climate change, as energy production is in
most cases impossible without water, linkages between both energy and water systems have grown more complex and
interdependent. According to the World Energy Council (ref. World Energy Council, Water for Energy, 2010), water must be
viewed as a complex vulnerability of the energy system (and vice versa).
Unfortunately, in many regions, water use planning and energy production policies are not fully integrated and there is still a
need for an optimization of current practices to make water use and provision for energy as efficient as possible in order to
keep energy impacts on water (and ecosystems including humans) at a minimum.
Being able to estimate the energy sector’s interactions with water is therefore a crucial challenge in order to contribute to a
sustainable future.

WFN contribution to the 7th World Water Forum
Thematic process
Pillar 3. Water for Sustainability: Harmonizing Humans and Nature
Theme 3.1: GreenGrowth, Water Stewardship and Industry

What: Session 3.1.2.
Session Title: Public Private Partnerships
Who: Water Footprint Network,
Presenter: Ruth Mathews, Managing Director Water Footprint Network
More info: Xander de Bruine, Water Footprint Network: xander.debruine@waterfootprint.org
When: 13 April 2015
09:00-11:00
Where: Daegu, DEC_305, Theater, 50~100pax
Short description:
The importance of funding for water resources management is getting higher. The most investment in water has been done
by mainly public sectors because water has been considered as public goods. Hence, public sectors have invested a lot of
money in water sectors to provide high quality water for domestic, industrial and agricultural uses. However, the investment
from public sectors has limitation particularly in developing countries. Also private sectors realized that water is one of the
most critical issues to decide the sustainability of their businesses and it can affect their business seriously. Hence, they
started to participate in the sustainable management of water resources. Nowadays there are many success stories in publicprivate partnerships in water resources management. Beyond the investment to the management of water resources private
sectors are participating in capacity building, innovation in tools and stakeholder engagement.
This session will showcase the theory of public-private partnerships, success stories and lessons learnt from existing
partnerships.

WFN contribution to the 7th World Water Forum
Thematic process
Pillar 3. Water for Sustainability: Harmonizing Humans and Nature
Theme 3.1: GreenGrowth, Water Stewardship and Industry

What: Session 3.1.3.
Session Title: Water Stewardship: can voluntary collective action meet the needs of vulnerable communities and
major water users?
Who: Water Footprint Network,
Presenter: Ruth Mathews, Managing Director Water Footprint Network
More info: Xander de Bruine, Water Footprint Network: xander.debruine@waterfootprint.org
When: 14 April 2015
14:40-16:40
Where: Daegu, DEC_304, Theater, 150~200pax
Short description:
Water stewardship is a collective approach to ensure the long-term sustainable management of our most precious resource.
By addressing competing water needs at a catchment level, water stewardship should bring benefits to diverse groups,
ranging from major water users to ecosystems and communities.
To-date, water stewardship initiatives have focused strongly on major corporations – helping them to understand and their
water use within a catchment context, and take initial steps to improve their performance. An evidence base is emerging that
strengthens the case for major corporations to engage in water stewardship.
Nevertheless, as an evolving approach that is focused on long-term sustainability outcomes, much remains to be learned
about how effective water stewardship has been at meeting diverse needs in often challenging contexts. In particular, the
ability of water stewardship to simultaneously support the needs of both vulnerable communities and major water users
needs to be better understood. Using information technology to tell real life stories from different contexts and an interactive
panel discussion, this session will assess water stewardship's contribution thus far, reveal shortcomings and highlight
opportunities for improvement.

WFN contribution to the 7th World Water Forum
Thematic process

Pillar 3. Water for Sustainability: Harmonizing Humans and Nature
Theme 3.1: GreenGrowth, Water Stewardship and Industry

What: Session 3.1.4
Session Title: Water and industry
Who: Water Footprint Network,
Presenter: Ruth Mathews, Managing Director Water Footprint Network
More info: Xander de Bruine, Water Footprint Network: xander.debruine@waterfootprint.org
When: 15 April 2015
17:00-19:00
Where: Daegu, DEC_309, Theater, 100~150pax
Short description:
Useful resources are being lost through inefficiencies and linear business models. Given the current trends of increasing
demands on resources and a constraining supply, focusing solely on efficiency is not enough to lead to a sustainable future.
We need to rethink the systems in which we operate and move away from the traditional consumptive models in order to
recover and reuse resources, and eliminate waste. Taking a linear approach to solving problems can just shift the problem on
to another part of the value chain: we need to look collaboratively at the whole system to create truly valuable and effective
solutions.

WFN contribution to the 7th World Water Forum
Regional Process
Theme: European regional process on water efficiency
Session R.2.2.AM
Session Titel: Water-Energy efficiency for green growth
Who: Water Footprint Network,
Presenter: Ruth Mathews, Managing Director Water Footprint Network, Arjen Hoekstra, University Twente
More info: Xander de Bruine, Water Footprint Network: xander.debruine@waterfootprint.org
When: 14 April 2015
09:00-11:00
Where: Geyongju, GHH_B107, Theater, 100~150pax
Short description:
The session will address key challenges at a global level linked to green growth and improving water efficiency such as:
Setting the stage – what is Green Growth and How does this relate to Water Efficiency – to secure as much sustainable growth
within the limited water resources that we have. Improving overall water efficiency in all sectors: industry, agriculture, cities,
households, energy production, improve sustainable use of waste water, find ways to reduce 80% of water losses
Improvement of water efficiency needs to look broader, go beyond technologies that are more efficient, look into awareness,
communities and implementation methods. There are investments in technology, but along with this more awareness is needed
on water management in all sectors. In some regions like Europe the overall policy framework is in place and the focus must now
be on implementation of solutions worldwide and based on solutions from regions with lessons learned to share. We aim to
facilitate transfer of solutions at the global level.
The session will look into the whole water cycle and will not address only water savings, but see water stewardship as a whole
and view solutions from all sectors:
1.
Energy
2.
Industrial water use
3.
Cities

